
TALKING ABOUT TAXES…
¡EN ESPAÑOL!

LVAIC Spanish Service-Learning Initiaitve &
AARP’s Tax-Aide program



Welcome!

◻ Jerry Thomas, of AARP
◻ Anu Ghai, of the Accounting program at 

Muhlenberg College
◻ Angelica Silva, of the Spanish program at 

DeSales University
◻ Erika M. Sutherland, of the Spanish program at 

Muhlenberg College



Tonight’s training

◻ Tax basics
◻ Ethical issues
◻ Interpreting techniques



Tax basics

◻ Most IRS forms are in English... 
but they have a detailed guide 
to completing them in Spanish

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17sp.pdf


Ethical issues

◻ Confidentiality
◻ Reliability

◻ Fraud



Immigrants are often victims of fraud

◻ Unscrupulous notarios 
often push tax filers to 
commit fraud

◻ Learn more about 
common tax frauds: 
the IRS’s Dirty Dozen

https://www.irs.gov/Spanish/C%C3%B3mo-puede-usted-reportar-actividad-tributaria-fraudulenta
https://www.irs.gov/Spanish/Informacion-sobre-la-Docena-Sucia-de-Estafas-Tributarias


Interpreting basics

You are there to facilitate a conversation between an 
English-speaking tax volunteer and a 
Spanish-speaking tax payer.

You are urgently needed!

Do not add to, subtract from, or otherwise edit what 
you are interpreting!

Be prepared… and know your limits.

  

http://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-2006/volunteer_aarp_tax_aide.html?intcmp=SNG-LNK-AARPLOCAL-VOLTAX-20140805-LEHIGHVALLEY-PA


Next steps

The IRS site has abundant resources in Spanish

https://www.irs.gov/Spanish


Start studying! ¡A estudiar, se ha dicho!

◻ The IRS has 
prepared an 
extensive 
Spanish-English 
glossary of tax terms

◻ Stay in touch with 
your Spanish and/or 
accounting professors 

DeSales professor Dr. Christopher 
R. Cocozza is running the VITA 
tax assistance program there

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p850.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p850.pdf


Many thanks!


